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We want to hear your 
story of impact.
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Highlight Success Inspire Others Foster Change Earn Perks
Scan the QR code or visit 

ncjtc.org/tellusyourstory



Copyright Permissions

This webinar may contain video clips or other copyrighted material, the use of which has not always 

been specifically authorized by the copyright owner. The presentations for these webinars are created 

for non‐profit educational purposes and constitute “fair use” in accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 

107.

The webinar materials provided herein are proprietary in nature and contains sensitive information 

that is “FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY”. Dissemination, distribution or photocopying of these materials is 

strictly prohibited without the express written consent of the National Criminal Justice Training Center 

of Fox Valley Technical College and the funding agency.

No video, audio or photo memorialization is allowed during this webinar for any reason.  Anyone 

engaging in the recording or memorialization of the presentation materials will be requested to 

delete/destroy photos or recordings and may be dismissed from the webinar.
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No Representations or Warranty

This webinar is designed to provide you with information, tools, and skills that you can apply in your 
work, not all of which may be applicable in your particular jurisdiction. Laws vary from one jurisdiction 
to another and are constantly evolving, as is technology.
 
Any electronic materials provided herein are not intended to be all‐inclusive or exhaustive. The use 
of specific investigative methodologies, hardware devices, software tools,  website  references, etc. 
demonstrated in the training is not an endorsement by the National Criminal Justice Training Center 
of Fox Valley Technical College, the funding agency nor a guarantee that their use is appropriate in 
all circumstances.
 
Always  check  with  your  supervisors  and  prosecutor’s  office  and  always  follow  your  agency’s  
policy and guidance. Software and other material may be subject to copyright protection and may 
require licensing or permission before use.
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Zoom Webinar Technical Overview

Enter your questions into the Q&A box. 

Watch the Chat for messages from the webinar organizers. 

Click to view subtitles or a real-time transcript of the webinar.
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Post-Webinar Information

• A recording of this webinar will be available in 
the coming weeks at www.NCJTC.org. 

• Please complete the brief evaluation at the 
conclusion of this webinar. 

• A certificate of attendance will be sent to 
attendees within 2 weeks. 
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Missing in Alaska: 
Ashley Johnson-Barr 

October 2, 2025 | Presented by:

Mary Ferguson, Associate, AMBER Alert in Indian Country

Tyesha Wood, Program Manager, AMBER Alert in Indian Country



Grant Funding Acknowledgement

This project is supported by Grant # 15PJDP-23-GK-00776-MECP awarded 

by the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP), 

Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. 

The opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in 

this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do not 

necessarily reflect those of the Department of Justice.
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AMBER Alert Training & 
Technical Assistance Program

Mission
To safely recover missing, endangered,

or abducted children through the coordinated 
efforts of law enforcement, media, 

transportation, and other partners by using 
training and technology to enhance response 

capacities and capabilities and increase public 
participation. 
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Today’s Presenters

Mary Ferguson
Associate, AMBER Alert in Indian Country

Tyesha Wood
Program Manager, AMBER Alert in Indian Country
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Learning Objectives

✓ Understand the role and implementation of the 
AMBER Alert in Indian Country program.

✓ Examine the case of Ashley Johnson-Barr to identify 
the unique challenges of responding to a missing 
child in rural Alaska.

✓ Explore the impact of Ashley's legacy on community 
awareness for missing or abducted children from 
tribal communities and Alaskan Native Villages. 
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Meet Ashley Johnson-Barr

• 10-year-old fifth grader from Kotzebue, 
Alaska

• Loved basketball and was deeply 
involved in church

• Left her house on September 6, 2018

12



Kotzebue, Alaska

• Kotzebue, home of the Inupiat

• Small remote village, north of the Arctic 

Circle, About 550 miles north of Anchorage

• Population is about 3,270 and about 75% 

are Inupiat

• Has a police department. There is an Alaskan 

Trooper post in Kotzebue whose service area 

is roughly the size of the state of Ohio
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Ashley Goes Missing

• At 5:00 PM, Ashley went to the playground to 

meet friends. She failed to return home by 

curfew at 8:30 PM.

• There was no response to several phone calls 

and texts to Ashley.

• Friends and family were called, no one knew 

her location.

• Family search for Ashley began at 9:00 pm.

• Ashley was reported missing to Kotzebue 

Police Department at midnight, and a local 

search and rescue began.
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The Search

• Ashley’s family did everything 
they could to spread the word 
and find her, and searched day 
and night. 

• After three days, the news 
stations in Alaska started to 
air her story and surrounding 
villages and towns came to 
help in the search. 
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The Response
The search effort included 15 FBI Agents, Alaska State Troopers, Kotzebue Police, and 
40-50 SAR/volunteers as well as other law enforcement agencies from towns and villages 
across the state.

Hundreds joined search efforts; supplies were airdropped to support family and volunteers.
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Ashley’s Body is Found

• Ashley’s body was found on September 14th, 
2018

• 8 days after she went missing

• She was located deep in the vegetation of the 
tundra a few miles outside of Kotzebue

• Ashley was sexually assaulted and murdered

• DNA and other evidence linked the suspect to 
the crime; suspect was sentenced to 198 
years 
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Resilience & 
Lasting Impact

Ashley’s legacy led to awareness 
of missing persons, support 
systems, and public dialogue on 
coordinating a community 
response in Alaska.
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Ashley Johnson Barr Day

• The Alaska Senate established Ashley 
Johnson-Barr Day on March 12 

• SB 101 was created in commemoration of 
the life of Ashley

• The bill is aimed at bringing awareness to 
violent crimes committed against children

• The bill also aims to bring awareness to 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women 
across North America
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“First and foremost, we would like to thank our 
Heavenly Father God and his Son Lord Jesus 

Christ for bringing our daughter home and have 
spiritual and earthly justice. Our love and hearts 
are with all families who experienced this as we 

did, also to all the families that are still either 
searching for their loved one or seeking justice, 

we continually pray everyday for love, 
perseverance, strength, hope, justice and 

comfort. We encourage every parent and relative 
to be a voice for their loved ones until there is no 

more trafficking, abduction and any abuse 
towards young girls, teenagers, ladies and 

mothers, aunts, and elders.”

- Scott Barr, Ashley’s Father
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Alaska 
Implementation 
Updates
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Contact Information & Final Q&A

Mary Ferguson
Associate, AMBER Alert in Indian Country

mary.ferguson0534@fvtc.edu

Tyesha Wood
Program Manager, AMBER Alert in Indian Country

tyesha.wood9170@fvtc.edu

AMBER Alert Training and Technical Assistance Program (AATTAP)

(877) 712-6237 | askamber@fvtc.edu | ncjtc.fvtc.edu/AMBER
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Post-Webinar Reminders

• A recording of this webinar will be available in 
the coming weeks at www.NCJTC.org. 

• Please complete the brief evaluation at the 
conclusion of this webinar. 

• A certificate of attendance will be sent to 
attendees within 2 weeks. 
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NCJTC Services & Opportunities

Visit www.ncjtc.org for additional training and technical 
assistance services, offerings and opportunities.

Watch your inbox for upcoming webinars and scheduled 
trainings! 
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Thank you for your participation!

For assistance, please contact us:

AMBER Alert Training and Technical Assistance Program (AATTAP)

(877) 712-6237 | askamber@fvtc.edu | ncjtc.fvtc.edu/AMBER
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