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Pre-Webinar Information 
Participants will be muted for the duration of the webinar. 

The panelists will be taking your questions after a brief 
introduction. Submit your questions via the Questions box 
in the control panel. 

Presentation slides, instructor bios, and corresponding resources 
can be found in the Handouts section of the control panel. 

Live transcript/captions available at https://www.streamtext.net/player?event=OVC 
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Post-Webinar Information 
• A recording of this webinar will be 

available in the coming weeks at 
www.ncjtc.org. 

• A certificate of attendance will be 
sent to attendees within 2 weeks. 

• Please complete the evaluation 
at the conclusion of this webinar. 

http://www.ncjtc.org/


 

 

NCMEC Presenters 
Joy Paluska 

Special Projects 

jepaluska@ncmec.org 

Shannon Traore 

Family Services 

straore@ncmec.org 

Dr. Samantha Sahl 

Recovery Services 

sasahl@ncmec.org 
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Agenda 

NCMEC History & Mission 
Missing Native American & Indigenous Children Data 
Resources & Partnerships 
Coordinated Support Services 
Questions 



WHO 
WEARE 
• Founded in 1984 

• Nonprofit, non-governmental 
organization 

• Congressionally funded in part to 
operate 15 programs related to 
missing and exploited children 

• National resource center for 
families, law enforcement and 
other professionals 



OUR MISSION 
Find Missing Children 

Reduce Child Sexual Exploitation 

Prevent Future Victimization 

Hope is why we're here. 



MISSING NATIVE 
AMERICAN & INDIGENOUS 

CHILDREN DATA 



       

     

    

  

   
  

  

  Key Findings of 2009-2018 Report 
 98% of cases were resolved, with 79% of children recovered after 48 

hours 

 162 children (8%) were reported missing from Tribal Territory 

Most of the missing children recovered deceased (9 out of 13) went 
missing from Tribal Territory 

Unique challenges for law enforcement 

 1,305 of the 1,909 cases analyzed were children missing from care 
and 94% of these children were endangered runaways 

 91% of reported missing had at least one endangerment 
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RESOURCES & PARTNERSHIPS 



(i 

•• I• 
11 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   

1-
80

0-
TH

E-
LO

ST
: 2

4-
Ho

ur
 H

ot
lin

e 


N
er

ve
 C

en
te

r o
f N

CM
EC

 


Lo
ca

te
d 

in
 F

L 
an

d 
VA

 

≈3

50
 c

al
ls 

pe
r d

ay
 


Re

po
rt

s o
f m

iss
in

g 
&

 e
xp

lo
ite

d 
ch

ild
re

n 


Ti
ps

 &
 si

gh
tin

gs
 


Ge

ne
ra

l i
nq

ui
rie

s 
fr

om
 th

e 
pu

bl
ic

 


Bi
lin

gu
al

 C
al

l S
pe

ci
al

ist
 a

nd
 a

cc
es

s 
18

0+
 la

ng
ua

ge
s,

 T
DD

 



 

 

 

    

  

     

   

  

 

  
   

How Does NCMEC Help? 

Case 
Management 

On call 24/7 

Provide support to parents/guardians & LE 

Create & disseminate posters to generate leads 

Review & share all leads/ new information with LE 

Gather information & coordinate analytical support 

Referrals to family advocacy services 

Coordinate with specialized LE resources 
[Team Adam, federal liaisons] 

Long-term missing cases 
[age progressions, forensics, case review] 
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- Automated De~velY.0! Al~rts on Missing Children 
~~ LexisNexlS Risk Solutions ~~ 

facebook® 
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News Distribution Network 
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MISSING 
""' "'' HELP BRING ME HO 

MissingSince: Sep7,2014 
Missing From: Gaithersburg. MD 

DOB Jull,2012 
Age Now 8 

~ : M,1le 
Race: B,raoal 

Hair Color: Lt.Brown 
EyeColor Brown 

Heiglt. 3'0" 
Weight 30 1b~ 

MissingSince Sep7, 201I\ 
t,,t;ssng From: Ga,i:hersburg. MO 

DOB Nov20,2010 
AgeNow· 10 

Si!x: Fem1e 
Race B,r1ci1 

HairColor: Brown 
EyeColor·Brown 

Height 3'6" 
Weight: ,ioim 

Jacob's photo is shown age­
progressed to 4 years. He was last 
SOOfl on Soptombor 7, 2014 at 
c1ppro~1matoly4:00 p.m, Sarah's 
photo 1s shown age-progressed to 
6 yoars. Sho was last seen on 
September 8, 201'1 at 
approximat~ly 5:00 a.m. Jacob and 
SaraharcB1rac1al.Thcyare Black 
and White._ Jacob was last known 
to be wearing a whrte t -shirt and 
blue shorts. Sarah was last known 

~~u~es=~g a pink tank top and 

DON'T HESITATE! ANYONE HAVING INFORMATION SHOULD CONTACT 

CALL 911 OR Montgomery(ouo< p I 
l-800-8435678 ( 1-800-THE-LOST p) 1-301 - 2 79 - 8000 y o ice Depa1tment (Mal") l.indl 

Fo llow us r.l twitter.com/mlssingkids D facebook.com/missingklds 

HAVE 

"'Jass,s 
SE 

Walmart 

Case handled by 

~ 
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NAME: Stacey Kelekoma 
FROM : Anahola, HI 
DOB: 10/01/71 AGE:42 
HAIR: Brown EYES: Brown 
SEX: Female 

■ 

(e:aaa 
ng ASSQCl.11ion ol Ameoc 

Photo age-progressed 
to 41 years 

HT: 5'5" lat age 28) WT: 100 lat age 28) 
DATE MISSING: 08/18/86 

• r ng 

Poster Distribution 
200+ 

Photo Partners 



 

 
 

 
 

Team Adam Consultants 
Deploy and provide on-site 

assistance 

 Critical Case Assistance 
 Rapid deployment 
On-site assistance 
 Search assessment/management 

 Long Term Case Assistance 
Organization & analysis 
 Investigative strategies 
 Lead development 
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Forensic Imaging Resources: Age Progressions 

Missing Child  Age 17 Age Progression Age 29 



 

Biometrics 

DNA 
CODIS (NDIS) 

1 
DENTALS 

NCIC 
NamUs 

2 
FINGERPRINTS 

NCIC 
NGI 

NamUs 
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Analytical Resources 

Public records searches 
Open-source databases 
Social networking/media 
 Information display & 

reporting 
Research & data analysis 



  
   

   

 
  

 
  

  
  

 

 Long Term Case Reviews 
 Group of professionals review case material and 

discuss case details, strategies and 
recommendations provided 

 Virtual or in-person 

 NCMEC HQ or on-site with local law enforcement 

 Participants can include: 
» cold case homicide detectives 
» forensic professionals 
» FBI Behavioral Analysis Unit 
» NCIS Cold Case Agents 
» Prosecutors knowledgeable in no-body homicide 
» Search and Rescue specialist 



Federal Partners 



Federal Partners 



 COORDINATED SUPPORT SERVICES 



Family 
Support 
Resources 

Assess & Evaluate 

Types of Support Needed 

Family Challenges 

Moving Forward 

Resources & Connections 

 

 



 

  

     

 

WILL MY CHILD EVER BE OK AGAIN? 

Concerns 
HOW DO I DEAL WITH MY CHILD’S 
BEHAVIORS? 

Parents AM I A SAFE PLACE FOR MY CHILD TO 
SHARE? May Have 
HOW CAN I HELP MY CHILD FEEL SAFE 
AGAIN? 

HOW SHOULD I RESPOND TO MY CHILD? 



 

Family Reunification 

Re-establish 
relationship 

Child-centered 

Preparation 

Be Present 

Planning 



 

Post Recovery 
Response 

 Divided loyalties 
 Lack of control 
 Belief confusion 
 Anger and Sadness 
 Role and identity confusion 
 Fear of abandonment 
 Problems with trust 
 Guilt 
 Missing the life during the abduction 
 Relief 

27 



 

  

 

  

TEAM HOPE: 
PEER SUPPORT 

 Tools and techniques 
for supporting referrals 

 Stress management 

 Team building skills 

 Debriefing 

 Diversity and cultural 
sensitivity 

 Trauma 

 Coping and self-care 

 Challenges and success 
for supporting referrals 

 Listening skills 



FAMILY ADVOCACY OUTREACH NETWORK 
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Overview 
Need help ,emoving you, nude Of sexually-exploitive images or videos taken when you were a chiJd from the 
inten 1et? You c;an notify the company where )'(JUI imagc5 a re posted you~ff and you can make a report to the 
Cybeff !pine for help requesting ,emoval cl your 5exually-eKploitive images!video5. 

To report your seXU3lly-expk>itive ,rnages/vldeos to the Cybe,Tipl.ne, cltd: here. In your report, you will need to 
report the image location to NCMEC. To do this, nght did on the image and select either •eopy lmi,gc Location• 
or ·eopy Image Address.· In the CyberT~ me report, make sure to say there are nude Of sexually-exploitive 
images/videos of you on line and you want help to get the images removed. 
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 Victim Reunification Travel (VRT) 
Grant provided by Office for Victims of 

Crime 
Travel is used to bring internationally 

abducted children back to the U.S. 
Pick up orders/return orders 
Participate in foreign country’s court 

proceedings 
Can cover flights, hotel and meals if 

approved 
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Domestic Reunification Travel Assistance 

Donations from private 
partners 
Guidelines for travel 

assistance approval 
Coordination with law 

enforcement or social 
services 
Coordination with other NPOs 



education _..,_ 
"'- est education --resources coordination 

legolsupport aapportingfosterparent, 

coaching ~ training 
connection 

youth engagement 
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CHILD SEX TRAFFICKING 

RECOVERY 
SERVICES 
TEAM 

 Specialized case-based assistance to child 
welfare professionals, law enforcement, 
and other MDT members for children 
missing from care who have been 
exploited through CST 

 Promising practices in recovery planning 

 Connection to local and national 
specialized services for CST 

 Resources and support on meaningful 
youth engagement, effective approaches 
to trauma responses, strategies to address 
running behavior, and safety planning 

Email RecoveryServices@NCMEC.org to request assistance 

mailto:ecoveryServices@NCMEC.org


   
  

 
  

 

     
     

 
   

Recovery Planning 

CST cases are complex and child survivors of sex trafficking have experienced 
severe and multiple traumas 

 Advanced recovery planning and preparation can 
» Mitigate challenges and barriers 
» Adjust and inform expectations 
» Increase victim rapport 
» Build trust that can lead to better interviews & case outcomes 
» Establish a team capable of providing immediate victim resources 
» Connect victim to appropriate services 
» Increase potential for youth engagement in services 



  
 

 
 

 
  

     

Recovery Services Team (RST) Approach 

• Direct support to • Training, protocol 
child welfare development, 
professionals, LE, & providing resources 
other MDT members & tools to improve 
around specific system responses 
missing children 

Bottom-Up Approach Top-Down Approach 
To change systems To change individual knowledge, attitudes, behavior 



RECOVERY 
PLANNING 

 
 

 

RST Case-based Assistance 

CST education 

training 

MDT support legal 
referrals 

protocol development 

Relationship Building 

complex 
trauma 

medical needs 
Forensic Interviews 

Cultural Considerations 

TRAUMA 
training 

ADVOCACY 
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CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Joy Paluska 
Special Projects 
jepaluska@ncmec.org 

Shannon Traore 
Family Services 
straore@ncmec.org 

Dr. Samantha Sahl 
Recovery Services 
sasahl@ncmec.org 

1-800-THE-LOST 

For more resources please visit 
MissingKids.org 

Copyright © 2021 National Center for Missing & Exploited Children. All 
rights reserved. 

This project was supported by Grant #2020-MC-FX-K004 
awarded by the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, Office of 

Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, and 
conclusions or recommendations expressed in this presentation are those of the 

author(s) and do not necessarily reflect those of the Department of Justice. 

mailto:jepaluska@ncmec.org
mailto:straore@ncmec.org
mailto:sasahl@ncmec.org
https://MissingKids.org


QUESTIONS 



NCJ'fc National Criminal Justice Training Center of Fox Va lley Technical College 

  

  

Visit www.NCJTC.org to view our 
upcoming and recorded training and 

technical assistance offerings. 

www.NCJTC.org


  
 

 

Post-Webinar Information 
• A recording of this webinar will be 

available in the coming weeks at 
www.ncjtc.org. 

• A certificate of attendance will be 
sent to attendees within 2 weeks. 

• Please complete the evaluation 
at the conclusion of this webinar. 

http://www.ncjtc.org/


NCJ'fc National Criminal Justice Training Center of Fox Va lley Technical College 

This webinar was produced by the National Criminal Justice Training Center of Fox 
Valley Technical College under cooperative agreement number 2018-MU-GX-K064 
awarded by the Office for Victims of Crime, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. 
Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, and conclusions, or recommendations 
expressed in this webinar are those of the contributors and do not necessarily 
represent the official position or policies of the U.S. Department of Justice. 

Webinar content and NCMEC participation is supported by grant number 
Grant #2020-MC-FX-K004 awarded by the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, 
findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this presentation are those 
of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect those of the Department of Justice. 
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