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Webinar Information
 

This project was supported by Grant No.2017-TA-AX-K068 
awarded by the Office on Violence Against Women, U.S. 
Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions, 
and recommendations expressed in this 
publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) 
and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Department 
of Justice, Office on Violence Against Women. 
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During the Webinar 
• All attendees will be muted. 
• Have a question? Use the Questions box. 
• Questions will be answered by a panelist or posed to the 

presenter (time permitting). 
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 Certificate of Attendance
 

• Live Webinar  = YES 
• Recorded Webinar  = NO 
• What do I need to do? 

- Attend the entire live webinar
 

- Complete the evaluation
 

• Certificate  is emailed  to  you  in  two  (2)  weeks. 
• Attending as a  group? 

Email names to  ncjtc@fvtc.edu. 
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Poll Questions 
Poll questions may be asked during 
the webinar. 
This is your time to weigh in with 
your thoughts. 

Please respond promptly;
polls are open for a short
period of time. 
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Which of the following best 
describes your role? 

• Victim Services / Victim Advocate 
• Probation / Community Corrections
 

• Law Enforcement 
• CAC, Social Worker, Mental Health
 

• Other 
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Learning Objectives
 
At the end of this webinar, participants will be better able to…
 

Describe the research behind risk 

Define validated lethality / risk factors 

Distinguish the use of lethality/risk assessments 

Describe the limitations of risk assessments 

Apply the principles of risk assessment to the experience and 
needs of probation officers 
Describe the role of risk assessment in a coordinated 
community response 

Center for Court Innovation National Criminal Justice Training Center 8 



Today’s 

Presenters 

James Henderson Jr. MSW, CAC-R 
National Criminal Justice Training Center 

Rebecca Thomforde Hauser
 
Center for Court Innovation 
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   The Reality Most of the Time
 

Center for Court Innovation National Criminal Justice Training Center 10 



   

 
 

Victims don’t overestimate risk but 
they can underestimate it 
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1 
Risk assessment  

tools can  give courts 
and advocates more  

information  

2 
Help  the victim  

understand the risk  

3 
Allow courts to 

prioritize 



   

Why Should  We Care About Risk? 
• Reduce crime or re-offense 
• Help victims 
• Flag lethality 
• Officer safety 

Center for Court Innovation National Criminal Justice Training Center 12 



   

 

    
  

    
      
    

 
    

What is Risk? 
• Risk = Risk of Re-Offense 
• Classic Ways of Operationalizing Risk: 

• General Risk: Likelihood of any re-offense 
• Risk of Violence: Likelihood of violent felony re-offense 
• Risk of Domestic Violence: Likelihood of future DV
 
• Risk of Lethality: Likelihood of future (DV) homicide
 

• Classifying Risk: 
• Low | Moderate | High 
• Low | Low-Moderate | Moderate | Moderate-High | High 
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What Do We Mean By Risk Factors?
 

General: “Central Eight” Criminogenic Factors 

 History  of criminal  behavior (STATIC) 
 Antisocial personality 
 Criminal  thinking (anti-social beliefs and  

attitudes) 
 Antisocial peers 
 Family  or marital problems 
 School  or work  problems 
 Lack of  pro-social leisure/recreational  

activities 
 Substance abuse 
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DV Specific Risk 

 Recidivism 
 Lethality 
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Assessing Risk
 

Three Approaches 

Professional Judgement 
(Experience driven) 

Structured Judgement 
(Data informed) 

Actuarial Judgement 
(Data driven) 

Best Results 
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Growth of Actuarial Risk Tools in Criminal Justice
 
• What are actuarial tools? 

• Draw on large datasets to predict future outcomes 
• Assign scores and categories based on individual probability 
• In use since the 1930s 

• Exponential growth since the 1990s 
• Influenced by the emergence of Risk-Need-Responsivity (RNR) theory 
• Broad array of tools used at nearly every decision point 
• As many as 60 tools currently in use 
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Do  you,  or your agency,  currently 
use a domestic violence risk or 
lethality assessment? 

• Yes 
• No 
• Unsure 
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Understanding Risk In Context 
• Lets look at highlights from  a police 

report  and see if  we can find risk factors 
for the domestic violence victim. 

• What  makes you concerned for: 
 Charity’s  safety  
 Her  child’s  safety 
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Suspect: George, male, 28 years old, charged with assault
 
•	 Living with Charity (female) for 3 years 
•	 Parents to 2 year old son – Jason (asleep upstairs during the incident) 
•	 Charity is 7 months pregnant 
•	 Police responded to 911 call from Charity 
•	 Charity was found sitting on the couch and crying 

•	 Charity states George came home later than expected and was 
drunk 

•	 Charity states she yelled at George because he didn’t respond to 
texts and she thought she was having labor pains and wanted 
him to come home 

•	 George started laughing and called Charity stupid 
•	 George stated the baby wouldn’t come this early 
•	 Charity again yelled at George for being drunk and not taking 

care of her 
•	 Charity asked that George call Charity’s mother, a nurse at a 

local hospital 
•	 Charity states George became violent, took her cell phone and 

threw it against the wall 
•	 George then grabbed Charity by the wrists and pulled her to the 

living room 
•	 George proceeded to shake Charity and grabbed her by the 

neck until she fell 
•	 Charity admitted to scratching George on the face 

•	 Officers observe Charity has a raspy voice and bloodshot eyes 
but no visible bruising to the neck 

•	 Charity’s dress is wet and when questioned, admitted she was 
embarrassed but that she must have wet her pants 

•	 Charity states she doesn’t remember what happened after she 
fell, but that she ran and grabbed her phone, locked herself in 
the bedroom, and called 911 

•	 Charity does not know where George has gone but suspects he 
might be at his mother’s house 

•	 Officers find George at his mother’s house 
•	 George has scratches on his face and neck 
•	 George states he is the victim and Charity attacked him 
•	 George states Charity is pregnant and moody 
•	 Officers smell alcohol on his breath 
•	 George is arrested for assault and attempted strangulation 
•	 George is released on bail posted by his mother 
•	 George is currently staying with his mother at her house. 
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Scenario Debrief
 
• What risk factors did you all identify? 

• Let’s talk about risk and lethality factors 
and tools that can help us better 
understand and respond to Charity and 
George. 
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Looking for Tools
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“It's tough to make predictions, 
especially about the future.” 

Yogi Berra 

Baseball Digest, September 1956 issue, front cover. 
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Overview  of  Existing Assessments
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 Lethality 
Assessment 

• Danger Assessment
• Lethality Assessmen t 

Protocol
• DA-LE

Recidivism  
Assessment 

• Ontario Danger and 
Risk Assessment

• Domestic Violence  
Severity Instrument-
Revised

• Spousal Abuse  R isk 
Assessment



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE 
Factors 
Associated 
with 
Increased 
Risk of 
Lethality 

• Increase in physical
violence over the past 
year 

• Respondent/defendant 
owns a gun 

• Use or threatened use 
of lethal weapon 

• Separation within the  
past year 

• Unemployment 
• Strangulation 
• Jealousy 
• Controlling behavior 

• Drug/alcohol Abuse 
• Abuse during 

pregnancy 
• Child abuse threats 
• Child that is not the 

biological child of the 
defendant/respondent 

• Stalking 
• Avoidance of arrest 
• Victim belief that 

defendant/respondent 
is capable of killing 
him/her 



   

Danger Assessment Tool
 

https://www.familyjusticecenter.org/wp­
content/uploads/2005/01/DA_NewScoring_2019.pdf 
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   Domestic Violence Lethality Screen for First Responders
 

https://leb.fbi.gov/file-repository/screen-for-first-responders.pdf/view 
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 Danger Assessment for Law Enforcement: DA-LE
 

Has the physical 
violence increased in  
severity/frequency  
over  the past year? 

Have you left him/her  
after living  together  

in  the past year? 

Does he/she control  
most or all  of your  

daily activities? 

Has he/she  tried to 
kill you? 

Has he/she ever 
threatened  to kill  

you? 

Has he/she  used a  
weapon against  you 
or threatened you  

with a  lethal weapon? 

Has he/she ever tried 
to choke (strangle)   

you? 

Has  he/she choked 
(strangled) you 
multiple times? 

Do you believe  
he/she  is capable of 

killing you? 

Does  he/she own a  
gun? 

Has he/she ever 
threatened or tried  to 

commit suicide? 
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Domestic Violence Specific Recidivism Factors
 
• Prior domestic violence (DV) related

incidents/violations of orders of protection (OP) 
• Violence towards family members 
• Suicidal/homicidal 
• Access to firearms/use of weapons 
• Obsession with victim 
• Victim fear of re-assault 
• Attitudes that condone DV 
• Recent separation 
• Failure to complete a mandated batterer program
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ODARA 
(Ontario Domestic Assault 

Risk Assessment) 
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   Using Risk Information in Current 
Assessments: Law Enforcement Example 
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Law Enforcement Example
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Victim Safety Considerations: Probation Examples
 
Violence Prone 

Attitudes/Behaviors 
14. I have smashed, broken, or destrnyed 

victim' s things. 

Defendant Name: Date: / / --------------- ---------- 15. I have objectified my partner by 
Victim Name: __________ _ Date: __ / __ / __ _ calling her names. 

16. I have blamed my victim(s) for 
Arrest and Police Contact Defendant Victim injuries to herself. 

I . My aJTest incident involved use of 
weapons 

2. My aJTest incident involved alcohol 

3. My aJTest incident involved 
amphetamines, speed, or crack. Arrest and Police Contact Defendant Victim 

4. I have had police contacts/arrests for 
domestic violence. 17. I have exhibited hostile/angry/furious 

5. I have had police contacts/arrests for reactions. 
other crimes. 18. I have blamed my victim(s) for all 

types of promiscuous behavior. 

19. I feel my victim(s) "belongs" to me 
Previous Uses of Violence for life. 

6. I have made threats to kill my pattner, 20. I have made jokes about gay or other 
family members or pets . races or have issues about them. 

7. I have killed or abused pets . 21. I have threatened to or attempted 
suicide. 

8. I have committed previous assaults 
which caused physical bruising. 22. I have fantasized about homicide or 

9. I have assaulted my partner during or suicide 
before sex. 23. I have had thoughts and desires of 

I 0. My assaults have involved biting, hurting my pa1iner. 
Choking, or strangling 

24. I am obsessed with controlling my 11. I have used or displayed weapons 
during assaults. partner. 

12. I have a history of holding the victim 25. I have exhibited paranoid thoughts or 
against her will or following her. fantasies. 

26. I have/had mental health problems. 
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Please read the following information before utilizing the assessment tools: 

"Identifying Future RISK Indicators" and "Identifying Power and Control Tactics" 

D In Washtenaw County, Michigan (where Probation Officer Jim Henderson developed these 
assessment tools) district court probation officers use these tools to collect information for presentence 
investigation reports and to gather insight into how to best work with a particular defendant and how to help 
enhance the safety of those victimized by violence. 

D These tools guide the initial conversation probation officers conduct with probationers convicted of 
crimes directed at an intimate partner. These tools are also used to guide separate interviews with 
the victims and/or current intimate partners of the probationer. In Michigan information in presentence 
investigation reports is confidential to the public so there is a level of protection for the victim as well 
as the probationer. However the probationer can read the report and the victim is made aware of that fact. 

D During the interview, probationers are asked to approximate the number of times they have used 
the various types of abusive tactics listed in the assessment tools. In separate interviews similar 
information is gathered from the victim. The probation officer compares the victim and probationer 
reports to get a better picture of the nature of the abuse. 

D These tools are NOT a scientific measure of future risk of danger or lethality, but are a guide to 
help probation agents assess the level and nature of the violence used by the probationer. These 
tools are also helpful in assessing the level of accountability the probationer has for his or her 
violent behavior. This information is then used to tailor supervision strategies and oversight. 

D These are educational tools used to help contextualize and reframe certain behaviors as abusive. 
Reviewing each question can help give victims a new perspective and framework to understand the 
relationship and the violence. These tools can also help probationers begin to understand their 
behavior as a pattern of abusive use of power. 

[ Before interviewing victims agents must work with victims to identify a safe time and place to 
.. . . . . . . . .. . 

- Center 
- for 

- Court 
- Innovation 

NCJTC 
National Cr imi nal Justice Training Center 
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Probation Example – 2 
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Do  you sh are information  from  
your assessments with other 
agencies? 

• Yes 
• No 
• Unsure 
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 Judicial Guide 
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Self-Represented
Litigant Guide-1 
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Self-Represented
Litigant Guide-2 
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   Domestic Violence Risk Factor Guide for Civil 
Attorneys-1 
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   Domestic Violence Risk Factor Guide for Civil 
Attorneys-2 
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Effective  Interventions  in Domestic  
Violence Cases 

Context is 
everything 
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Context Means:
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INTENT MEANING EFFECT 

WHO is doing  WHAT to  WHOM and  with  what  IMPACT? 



   

 Context of Risk 
Assessment 
It happens to be the same 3 
questions: 

• WHO is doing the assessment?
 

• With WHOM? 
• For WHAT purpose? 

Helps drive the answer to WHICH 
instrument? 
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Risk Assessments can 
be helpful… 
• High volume DV calls and criminal cases ­

how to frame questions and get the 
information 

• Understand context of incident - what is 
important to report on affidavit 

• What kinds of conversations to have with the 
victim and how to make referrals 

• Increase safety for officers and victims 

• Hold offenders accountable 
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Reminder of the Challenge
 

Dr. Campbell’s research:
 

Victims rarely overestimate the 

level of risk they face but often 


underestimate it
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Scientific Considerations When 
Choosing a Risk Assessment 

• Selection of Risk Factors: Does the assessment include 
risk factors empirically shown to predict likelihood of re-offense?
Is the tool tailored for the appropriate population? 

• Criminal history (prior arrests, convictions, revocations, etc.) 
• 7 criminogenic needs 
• DV-specific factors 

• Local Analysis: Have researchers confirmed the predictive 
value of the selected factors with the target population 
(e.g., DV defendants in NYC)? 
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“The majority of victims or perpetrators (up to 83%) or
 
both had contact with criminal justice, victim assistance,
 

and/or health care agencies in the year prior to the homicide.... 


This indicates opportunities for prevention
 

by identification of women at
 
risk and appropriate intervention.”
 

Campbell, Ph.D., R.N., F.A.A.N., Johns Hopkins University, Intimate Partner Homicide: Review and Implications of Research and Policy 
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What is  happening in your jurisdiction? 

Center for Court Innovation National Criminal Justice Training Center 

• Do you know? 
• Which agencies use risk assessment? 
• Which assessment instrument? 

• Who does it? 
• Is the information shared with 


anyone?  

• Where are the gaps?  	Civil? 


Criminal? Courts?
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How does risk assessment fit into our 
Coordinated Community Re sponse 
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Local network of partners that create


a wall of accountability & support 

Prosecutor’s 

Offices 

Family 
Courts 

Other Agencies 
& 

Institutions 

Community 
Residents/Victim 

Families 

Law 
Enforcement 

Agencies 

Victim 
Services 

Batterer 
Intervention 
Programs 

Judge 
Probation  
& Parole 

Defense Bar 

Civil Protection 
Order System 

911/Court 
Clerks 
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Risk Flow Chart 

Meet with your community stakeholders to 
understand how risk information is captured and 
shared to inform decision-making 

Center for Court Innovation National Criminal Justice Training Center 

Identify Share Inform 
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TAKING IT HOME 
• Examine current agency practice and community stakeholder 

practice 
• Decide what info you are getting, what info you want and for 

what purpose 
• Examine statutory framework: What does the law require you to 

do? What information about risk is on your required forms? 
• Partnerships are key: Meet with your community partners 

Center for Court Innovation National Criminal Justice Training Center 51 



- Center 
- for 

- Court 
- Innovation 

NCJTC 
National Criminal Justice Training Center 

Fox Val ley Tectinlca l College 

   Center for Court Innovation National Criminal Justice Training Center 52
 



James Henderson Jr  MSW,  CAC-R 
National Criminal Justice Training Center 

Contact Information
 

hendersj@fvtc.edu
 

General Inquiries –
 
info@ncjtc.org | www.ncjtc.org | (855) 866-2582
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Contact Information
 

Rebecca Thomforde Hauser
 
Center for Court Innovation
 

thomforr@courtinnovation.org
 

General Inquiries –
 
www.courtinnovation.org | (646) 386-3100
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REMINDER 
To receive a certificate you must: 

1.Attend the entire live webinar 
2.Complete the evaluation 

A Certificate of Attendance will be emailed to you in two (2) 
weeks. 

You must complete the evaluation to receive a certificate. 
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National Criminal Justice Training Center 
Fox Valley Technlcal College 

   

This presentation was produced with grant funding awarded under the OVW Training 
and Technical Assistance Program provided by the Office on Violence Against 
Women, U.S. Department of Justice. 

Neither the U.S. Department of Justice nor any of its components operate, control,
are responsible for, or necessarily endorse this presentation (including, without
limitation, its content, technical infrastructure, policies, and any services or tools 
provided). 

Additionally, points of view or opinions expressed are those of the presenter(s) and 
do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of the National Criminal 
Justice Training Center of Fox Valley Technical College. 
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