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THREE BROAD TOPICS

e History, beliefs and practices

e Dealing with filings, demands, threats
and liens

e Dealing with sovereign citizens as
parties




OVERVIEW OF BELIEFS:
A BRIEF HISTORY

s Posse Comitatus
e 1980s farm crisis origins
e 1990s financial crisis
e Growth in anti-government ideology

s Sovereign Citizens
e Constitutionalists
e Freemen
e Sovereigns




National Threat Priority

= The FBI has elevated racially-
motivated violent extremism to a
“national threat priority.”

s The “"national threat priority”
designation puts those groups or
individuals on the same footing as
“ISIS” in terms of the resources the
FBI will devote to it.




BELIEFS BASED ON CONSPIRACY

e Original or “du jure” (legitimate) v “defacto”
(illegitimate) government

e Hidden constitutional amendments

= 13t amendment: Lawyers are nobility and cannot be
Citizens or serve in government.

e All or most constitutional amendments invalid

e 14th amendment citizens (small ¢) V Citizens

e Sovereign—separate/independent
Not “citizens”




BELIEFS BASED ON CONSPIRACY:
HIDDEN CONTRACTS

e Birth certificate
e Drivers license
e Social security number

e Professional licenses

e [ncome and other taxes
e Zip codes

e Traffic tickets

e Civil and criminal cases

e Anything involving contact with
government




BELIEFS BASED ON CONSPIRACY:
HIDDEN CONTRACTS

Will often try to “revoke” these hidden
“contracts.”

Claim they are not bound by such
“contracts” unless they specifcally consent.




REDEMPTION THEORY

s Government pledged citizens as “assets”
which were then used to borrow money
when government went bankrupt in 1933.

= Name in all capital letters denotes this
type of person.

s Birth certificates pledged as collateral




REDEMPTION THEORY 2

m This process created a separate entity for
every person known as a “strawman’
whose name is usually typed in all capital
letters. This is different than the real
person.

s Person can “redeem?” their strawman and
take control of all their rights.

s Redemption can be done by filing birth
certificate with the state or other steps.




PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS

Often are in financial distress

e Posse movement had its genesis in financial
farm crisis.

e Mortgage/financial problems/debts.

Personal or legal problems.

Angry at or extremely distrustful of government
See themselves as victims.

True believers v. the desperate




SOVEREIGN TRIGGERS

s Often act in response to government action, no
matter how minor.

e Taxes

e Traffic tickets

e Civil and criminal cases
e Ordinance violations

e ZoONing

e Professional licensure

e Anything involving contact with government or
banks/financial institutions.




SOVEREIGN ACTIVITIES

= Renunciation of government “contracts.”
e Citizenship
e Birth certificates
e Etc.

s Common law “courts.”

s Creation of mirror governments

e thewisconsinfreestate.com
= Executive, Legislative, Judicial branches
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SOVEREIGN ACTIVITIES 2

s Issuance/use of phony driver’s
licenses or “international” licenses.

s Issuance of phony financial
Instruments.

s Use of phony deeds/”Land patents”




IDENTIFYING SOVEREIGN
DOCUMENTS

= You will know it when you see it.
e Punctuation and capitalization
ALL CAPS = STRAWMAN

Hypens, semi-colons, etc.

e Uniform Commercial Code

e Obscure Latin phrases/words




DOCUMENT EXAMPLES

Returning legal and other documents
s 'Refused for cause without dishonor”

= "Accepted for value”
= UCC cites

Non statutory abatement
“Administrative” legal proceeding docs

Common law or grand jury documents
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NON STATUTORY ABATEMENT
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DEFAULT JUDGMENT
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SIMULATED ADMIN JUDGMENT
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INVOICE
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TRADENAME NOTICE
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SIMULATED CIVIL CASE
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DEALING WITH SOVEREIGN
DOCUMENTS

= Various forms of demands/notices
= Oath of office demand
= Contractual authority demand
= Copyright or trademark of name notice
= Phony Tax forms (1099 form)
= Invoices/payment demands

m Evaluate the nature of the contact

= Demand for response or information or an
admission?

e Construe as public record demand?
= An attempted pleading?

o Jus)t a notice? (e.g. renouncing citizenship,
etc




DEALING WITH SOVEREIGN
DOCUMENTS

s Responding to documents.

e Is it a document that must be accepted for
filing?

e [s any response needed?
e Warning letter?

e | egal representation needed?
= Director of state courts/legal counsel




DEALING WITH DOCUMENTS

e Cause for concern:

= Consult legal counsel, Law Enforcement, DA,
and review safety/security plan.

= Physical threat

= Copyright or trademark of name notice
= Phony Tax forms (1099 form)

= Arrest warrant, subpoena, judgment

= Possible civil summons/complaint

= UCC financing statement

= A lien or threat of lien

= Demand for money or claim of debt




RESPONDING TO LIENS

e Proactive steps regarding liens or lien threats:

= Register of deeds contact

e An attorney general opinion concludes that
registers of deeds are not required to file or
record common law liens or "writs of attachment."

69 OAG 58 (1980).

e Wis. Stat. 706.15, Stats,,

= Prohibits the filing of any lien against the real
or personal property of any state or local
governmental official or employee relating to
an alleged breach of duty "except after notice
and a hearing before a court of record and a
finding by the court that probable cause existsg,
that there was a breach of duty.”




s Web Filing
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RESPONDING TO LIENS 2

s UCC liens/financing statement

s Wisconsin Department of Financial
Institutions website:
wdfi.org/ucc/search/

= Search for UCC financing statement
filings.

s Contact DA and/or Law Enforcement




DEALING WITH DOCUMENTS:
POTENTIAL CRIMES

Criminal slander of title: Wis. Stat.
943.60
Applies to even an attempt to file. State v.

Minnischeske, 118 Wis. 2d 357, 347 N.W.2d 610 (Ct.
App. 1984.

Simulating legal process: Wis. Stat.
946.68

Includes “a subpoena, summons, complaint, warrant,
injunction, writ, notice, pleading, order or other
document that directs a person to perform or refrain
from performing a specified act ....”




DEALING WITH DOCUMENTS:
POTENTIAL CRIMES 2

Falsely assuming to act as a public
official/employee: Wis. Stat. 946.69

Assuming to act in an official capacity or to perform an
official function ... or exercises any function of a public
office....

Extortion: Wis. Stat. 943.30

= Verbally or by any written or printed communication,
maliciously threatens to accuse or accuses another of
any crime or offense, or threatens or commits any
injury to the person, property, business,
profession, calling or trade, or the profits and
income of any business, profession, calling or
trade of another, with intent thereby to extort
money or any pecuniary advantage whatever, or with
intent to compel the person so threatened to do any
act against the person's will or omit to do any lawful3
act....




CIVIL REMEDIES

Wis. Stat. 706.13: civil slander of title

e Pursuant to this statute, a person who files a false, sham or
frivolous lien or other instrument relating to title in real or
personal property is liable in tort to any person "interested in
the property whose title is thereby impaired, for punitive
damages of $1,000 plus any actual damages caused by the
filing, entering or recording.™

Wis. Stat. 706.15, Stats: limitation on lien filing.

e Prohibits the filing of any lien against the real or personal
property of any state or local governmental official or
employee relating to an alleged breach of duty "except
after notice and a hearing before a court of record and a
finding by the court that probable cause exists that there was

a breach of duty.”

Declaratory judgment

Harassment Injunction




DEALING WITH SOVEREIGN
CITIZENS IN PERSON

Knowing the beliefs and practices matters.
Intimidation and confusion.

Calm, professional, firm.

See Appendix I—Tips and suggestions




DEALING WITH SOVEREIGN CITIZENS IN
PERSON AND AS PARTIES:
SAFETY AND SECURITY

e SAFETY AND SECURITY PLAN

e RISK ASSESSMENT

e PREPARATION
s Security
= Legal
= Practical




DEALING WITH SOVEREIGN CITIZENS
AS PARTIES:
SELF REPRESENTATION

= Competency for self representation
= Choice of counsel--non lawyers
= Stand-by counsel

= Compliance with courtroom rules and
procedure

o | atitude for pro se and unskilled litigants
e Limits/Control

e Arguments and testimony

e Mistrial




DEALING WITH SOVEREIGN
CITIZENS AS PARTIES:
COMPETENCE

e The only reason adduced, in the district court or this one, for
thinking James incompetent to stand trial is the unusual
nature of his beliefs. His behavior (both in the marijuana trade
and in court) is that of a person able to understand his
surroundings. Many litigants articulate beliefs that have no
legal support Sometimes these beliefs are sincerely held,
sometimes they are advanced only to annoy the other side,
but in neither event do they imply mental instability or
concrete intellect ... so deficient that trial is impossible....[I]f
their weird legal views did not imply incompetence to be tried,
why should James’s? It is not as If James inhabited a private
mental world. His beliefs are held by other adherents to the
Moorish Science Temple.

One person with a fantastic view may be suspected of
delusions; two people with the identical view are just
oddballs.

United States v. James, 328 F. 3rd 953, 955-56 (7t Cir. 2003}):




DEALING WITH SOVEREIGN CITIZENS
AS PARTIES:
DISQUALIFICATION/RECUSAL

= Requests for Judicial disqualification

= Creating a reason for disqualification




DEALING WITH SOVEREIGN CITIZENS
AS PARTIES:
UNUSUAL CLAIMS AND ARGUMENTS

e Admiralty law
e Uniform Commercial Code/Contract law
e Reliance upon "Common law”

e Select and misapplied case law
e Fringed flag = no constitutional rights
e Use of name-
= Use only first name--no last name
= family” or clan name
e Refusal to identify self




DEALING WITH SOVEREIGN CITIZENS
AS PARTIES:
UNUSUAL CLAIMS AND ARGUMENTS

Unusual jurisdictional claims

= Claiming that not a US citizen or a “person” or is
“sovereign.”

= Arguing that court has no jurisdiction as there is no

“contract” with the person.
Refusing to respond when case called
Refusing to approach or sit at defense table
Video or audio taping of proceedings

Asserting that not subject to traffic laws or have a
constitutional right to travel

Refusal to sign court documents
Refusal to follow rules




Responses

UNDERSTANDING MOTIVES AND
BELIEFS

PATIENCE

FLEXIBILITY

FIRMNESS




QUESTIONS?




THANK YOU




