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Webinar Information
 

This webinar is supported under Cooperative Agreement
number 2017-MC-FX-K003 from the Office of Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP), U.S.
Department of Justice. Points of view or opinions
expressed in this document are those of the authors and 
do not necessarily represent the official position or
policies of OJJDP or the U.S. Department of Justice. 
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AMBER Alert Training and

Technical Assistance Program
 

Mission 
To safely recover missing, endangered, or
abducted children through the coordinated 
efforts of law enforcement, media, 
transportation, and other partners by using
training and technology to enhance response
capacities and capabilities and increase public
participation. 
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During the Webinar
 
•All attendees will be muted. 
•If you desire to ask a question, please use the
questions section of the GoToWebinar 
dialogue box, typically on the right side of 
your screen. 

•Questions will either be answered directly by
a panelist or asked to the presenter who will 
answer during the Q & A portion of the
presentation. 



  
 

 
  

 

    

   
 

Certificate of Attendance 
• We offer a Certificate of Attendance on our live 

AMBER Alert TTA Program webinars. 

• To receive your certificate you must: 
• Attend the entire live webinar; and
 

(no certificates are available for the recorded

webinars)
 

• Complete the survey at the end of the live webinar.
 

•	 Certificate of Attendance will be emailed 
within 2-weeks of the live webinar event. 
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Post Webinar Information
 
•At the conclusion of the webinar, a short
survey will appear. 

•We ask that you complete the survey in an 
effort to gather information to better serve
you all in You will also receive a link to access
preparation for future webinars. 
• Complete the survey before logging off. 

•You will also receive a link to access this 
webinar and related webinar material 
following the webinar. 



  
   

   
  

  
 

  
 

Poll Questions
 
• Poll questions may be asked

during the webinar. 
• They are asked so we can

better understand the 
audience and provide the
most useful information to 
you. 

• As they will only be open a
short period of time, please 
respond promptly. 

Poll 



Poll 



 
 

 

  

  
  

  Brooke Grona-Robb
 
brobb001@yahoo.com
 

•	 Deputy Chief – Crimes 
Against Children Division; 
Dallas County 

•	 18 years – Assistant District 
Attorney 

•	 13 years - Prosecution 
involving human trafficking 
and child exploitation 

•	 Presenter at numerous 
conferences addressing child 
exploitation 

mailto:brobb001@yahoo.com


Poll 



   

   
 

    

Goals and Objectives
 

• Elements of prosecuting sex trafficking cases 

• Evaluate what evidence is needed to prosecute
sex trafficking cases 

• Consider how to tell a trafficking story without
the victim 



Poll 



 

What do you need for a trial?
 

Story 

Sympathy 

Legal basics 

Reason to convict 



  Trafficker’s use of power and control
 

Trafficker 

Isolation 

Physical 

Coercion 

Sexual 

Economic 

Emotional 



Why are these kids reluctant?

 

 
 

•Attachment issues
•Issues of complicity
•Fear of retaliation
•Brainwashing
•Isolation
•Fear of authorities
•Don’t respect authority
•Difficult to locate 



What  it  takes for a case to go to trial 

  Case is set in court 
+ 

Court schedule 
+ 

ADA 
schedule 

+ 
Defense schedule 

_________________________________ 

= TRIAL 



       What do you have to prove in sex trafficking?
 

Defendant 

Child 

Recruit, Harbor, Transport 

Prostitution 



Identifying Defendant

Arrives on scene
 

3rd Party identification 

Surveillance 

Social media 

D’s Statement 

Defendant 



 

Telling child’s story
 

Present  
situation Age 

Reason  
Struggles for  

Runaway 

Likes/ 
Dislikes 

Mom Relative Advocate Therapist Probation 
Officer Detective 



  Recruit, Harbor, Transport

 Ad Mapping Location Data 
from Phone 

Hotel Records 

Hotel  Other 
Surveillance Defendants 



Buyers 

Prostitution 

U/C officers 

Advertisements 

Other 
workers 

Hotel 
workers 

Patrol 

officers 



Poll 



Questions?
 



Key to success is a thorough investigation
 

Investigate as  if all witnesses will 
disappear tomorrow. 

Be proactive  in  the investigation. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evidence in HT cases
 

 One-party consent call 

 Surveillance and arrest 

 Advertisements  

 Phone records 

 Cell phone contents: 

 call logs 

 text messages 

 contacts 

 DNA 

 Medical Records 

 Hotel records 

 Area surveillance 

 Photos of crime scene 

 Ledgers and record books 

 Calendars and appointment books 

 Clothing 

 Criminal instruments 

 Condoms 

 Advertisements or drafts 

 Jail calls 

 Accomplice testimony 

 Money/ purchases 



 

  

 

 

  

Accomplice Testimony

• Establish trust much as possible

• Corner them in their testimony before trial
• Multiple interviews
• Other statements
• Recording if needed

• Get to know them
• Present to prosecutor and court
• Present to defense investigator and defendant,

including social media



Determining Culpability
 

Factors to Consider: 

• Age
• Criminal history
• Involvement
• Victimization



 Determining Culpability
 

 
 

Age 
Criminal history 
Involvement 
Victimization 

Offender 
Victim 



Questions?
 



Brooke Grona-Robb
 
brobb001@yahoo.com
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Thank you for your participation!
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This presentation was produced with grant funding awarded under the 
AMBER Alert Training and Technical Assistance Program provided by
the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, Office of
Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. 

Neither the U.S. Department of Justice nor any of its components
operate, control, are responsible for, or necessarily endorse this
presentation (including, without limitation, its content, technical
infrastructure, policies, and any services or tools provided). 

Additionally, points of view or opinions expressed are those of the 
presenter(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position or
policies of the National Criminal Justice Training Center of Fox Valley
Technical College. 
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